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PROTECTED AREA ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve  

 
Venue: Atlantis Water Scheme Boardroom, 2nd Floor, Main Building  

Date: 11 May 2016 

Time: 09:00 – 12:00  

      

MINUTES 

 

Attendees: Affiliation Abbr. Secretary 

(minutes): 

Sihle Jonas 

Derek Bredenkamp 

Bruce Jenkinson 

Riaan Fourie 

Andrew Geel 

Neil Kelsall  

Ryno Pienaar 

Johan Visagie 

Vernon Marinus  

Patricia Gone 

Charline Mc Kie 

Bongani Mnisi 

Sihle Jonas 

Koos Retief 

Mamba Sandboarding (Chairperson) 

Atlantis Dunes Off Road Executive (ADORE) 

Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (CPFPA) 

ADORE  

ADORE (Guest) 

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR) 

CapeNature 

Area Manager: Bulk Water 

Superintendent: Atlantis Water Scheme  

Area Manager: DCCP, City Sector 

Regional Manager: North Region  

Reserve Supervisor: DCCP West  

Area Manager: Table Bay Nature Reserve (Guest)  

DB 

BJ 

RF 

AG 

NK 

RP 

JV 

VM 

PG 

CM 

BM 

SJ 

KR 

Apologies: 

Cllr C Clayton 

Cllr Babara Rass 

Jurina Le Roux 

Natasja Davids 

Roy Fuller-Gee 

Pat Titmuss 

 

Councillor: Ward 29  

Councillor: Ward 32 

Eskom: Koeberg Nature Reserve  

CapeNature 

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) 

ERMD: Environmental and Heritage Management Branch 

 

Cllr CC 

Cllr BR 

JL 

ND 

RFG 

PT 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION ACTION 

1. WELCOME 

 DB welcomed all to the meeting. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 The minutes were accepted and adopted. 

 

CORRECTIONS 

 None 

MATTERS ARISING 

 DB acknowledged the DCCP and ADORE’s continued dedication regarding 

the monitoring of illegal driving on the burnt area at WANR.  

 ADORE made 500 A4 photocopies of notices informing people of the fire 

and cautioning them about driving in the burnt area. The notices are given 

to all dune users when entering the dunes at Gate 1.  

 When the all notices have been issued, the DCCP will make additional 

copies.  

NEW MATTERS 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCT 

2. 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION: Dassenberg Coastal Catchment Partnership (DCCP), City Sector 

Quarterly Report 

 CM conducted a 20 minute presentation on the DCCP’s quarterly report. 

The report highlighted successes and challenges experienced within the 

DDCP during the period of 01 January – 31 March 2016. CM informed the 

members about the planned vegetation monitoring of the burnt area after 

the wildfires that occurred at WANR in January and February 2016. CM also 

informed the members about the Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

(CPUT) Work Integrated Learning (WIL) student that started work in January. 

The student will conduct a research study on the impact of summer fire on 

mature strandveld vegetation; the student will compare alien invaded and 

non-invaded areas.   

 CM informed the members about the Penelli property that has been bought 

by the City as part of the DCCP land consolidation initiative.   

 

Comments 

 BM informed the members that the Penelli property is approximately 61 ha. 

BM further stated that the City is also in the process of purchasing Matthys 

Greeff’s property (directly adjacent to Penelli).   

 DB inquired about a possible site visit by the PAAC members to the Penelli 

and Matthys Greeff properties. 

 BM stated that once the financial transaction and paperwork is done, the 

PAAC members are welcome to visit.  

 CM stated that the proclamation process is still ongoing, the Branch 

struggled to obtain certain tittle deeds for specific sites; the sites with the title 

deeds will be proclaimed soon. B Mnisi stated that the process should be 
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completed within four weeks.  

 DB enquired about post fire invasive species clearing at WANR. 

 CM stated that a request for invasive clearing teams has been made to 

Senior Managers; management supported the request and implementation 

to possibly start in the new financial year.   

 BM stated that Louise Stafford (LS) (Head: Green Jobs) is currently in the 

process of creating plans specifically for the management of invasive 

species. The plans will assist with budget allocation for management blocks 

within sites. BM also stated that it is possible for the PAAC to volunteer to 

clear areas, and also if possible donate money to clear other areas.  

 DB inquired about the work being done close to the informal Rastafarian 

community. 

 VM stated that it is a Waste and Sanitation Department (Wastewater 

Treatment Branch) project; he stated that an EIA had been done in 

accordance with the project.  

 DB inquired from VM about the state of the Witzands Aquifer, specifically 

about the water levels. 

 VM stated that the water levels should be acceptable; VM stated that the 

AWS are continuously extracting water from the Aquifer. Water extraction is 

not at maximum capacity due to the upgrading of the water softening 

plant; the upgrading should take approximately another year to complete.  

 

Note: The DCCP Quarterly report was sent to WANR PAAC members via email in 

April 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Presentation: Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR) 

 RP presented on the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR), RP gave 

an overview of the organisation; highlighted the establishment, history, 

success and the challenges. 

 RP highlighted the Invasive Plant clearing project run by CWCBR in the West 

Coast Area. The Invasive plant clearing project is the biggest portion of the 

work conducted by the CWCBR. Local residents from neighbouring 

communities were hired; some were trained as supervisors and independent 

contractors. 

 The CWCBR provided clearing teams for the Klein Dassenberg Area, the 

project started in 2013 and ended in 2015.   

 RP also highlighted the environmental education work CWBR conducts 

within the West Coast communities. 

 RP stated that the work done by CWCBR is funded by the government and 

external donors. RP explained that at the moment there are no funds 

available to continue the work by the CWCBR; RP indicated that the CWCBR 

is currently busy applying for funding through the Department of 

Environmental Affairs.  

Comments 

 CM requested the employee database for the work that was completed at 

Klein Dassenberg area; the database will be forwarded to Louise Stafford. 

CM stated that this will assist with hiring trained and experienced workers for 

invasive species clearing projects.    

 RP to forward the names and their Job descriptions to CM.  

 BM inquired if the supervisors are registered as City of Cape Town vendors. If 

registered the supervisors will have an opportunity to work as sub-contractors 
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for invasive clearing projects. BM stated that if the people are not registered 

on the City’s database of vendors they can be assisted by the Invasive 

Species Unit’s office.  

 RF requested a map of the areas that the CWCBR are planning to clear in 

2017.   

 CM inquired about invasive plant follow-up clearing plans for the Mamre 

land, CM stated that a large area had been cleared but no follow-up 

clearing was conducted.  RP stated that the bulk of the 2017 funding will go 

towards follow-up clearing on the areas that were initially cleared by 

CWCBR.  

 BM enquired about the possibility of offering Tuberculosis (TB) awareness for 

the employees. BM stated that the Western Cape has a high prevalence of 

TB. 

 RP noted the request, RP stated that the request will be included in the 

matrix and forwarded to the DEA for consideration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RP 

5. Feedback on the user zonation of the dunes 

 DB and CM presented a rough draft of a proposed user zonation for the 

dunes.  

 CM stated that zonation for the dunes will be needed in the future to allow 

for a friendly and safe experience for all users. CM stated that the draft is a 

proposal and the input of the PAAC was needed.  

 CM suggested that a zonation subcommittee could be established to 

discuss the proposal in detail.  

 DB stated that feedback from members from the different organisations will 

be welcomed and that the feedback will be discussed by the elected 

subcommittee.  

Discussion 

 

 BJ speaking on behalf of the off-road and film industries stated that there is 

no need for zonation at the dunes; BJ stated that if zonation cannot be 

policed then it cannot work. BJ stated that the unpredictable movement of 

the sand dunes will make it impossible for certain dune activities to be 

zoned.  

 DB stated that the zonation is necessary for safety reasons. 

 BM stated that the members should not simply discard the idea of zoning; 

BM stated that it is important to discuss the proposal and come up with a 

decision.  

 VM stated that the safety aspect is important; VM indicated that if a user 

gets injured at the dunes; they are likely to sue the City. 

 BJ stated that the current protocol of the dunes is working, BJ emphasised 

that there haven’t been any incidents between different user groups. 

 BJ stated that the different user groups can form a committee where they 

can discuss the possibility of zoning the dunes. The committee will give 

feedback to the PAAC at the next meeting. AG stated that other user 

groups that are not part of the PAAC meeting i.e. Film industry should be 

invited to the committee as they will be affected by the decisions made.  

 The PAAC meeting agreed on the formation of the subcommittee with 

interested and affected users to discuss the proposed Atlantis Dunes 

zonation. 

 BJ stated that perhaps the Film Commission should have a representative on 
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the PAAC.  

 CM stated that an invitation has been forwarded to a representative of the 

Filming Industry, no response received as yet. BJ to speak to CM about the 

matter after the meeting.  

 AG stated that an application by the motorbikes has been received 

regarding a representation on the PAAC.  

 BM stated that any organisation can request to be part of the WANR PAAC; 

it is up to the members to reject or accept the application.   

6 PRESENTATION: The office complex for the Dassenberg Coastal Catchment 

Partnership, City Sector 

 BM conducted a presentation about the planned construction of the 

Dassenberg Coastal Catchment Partnership office complex; the office will 

be built on the current parking lot of the dunes at gate 1. BM showcased the 

plans of the office complex.  

 

Comments  

 NK enquired about the possibility of getting a space for compressors bought 

by ADORE. BM stated that space for compressors will be included on the 

building; furthermore BM stated that user groups are welcome to propose 

such matters.  

 

DA 

7. 

 

7.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.2  

 

PAAC:  

 

Future Projects/Feedback 

 DB raised the matter of portable ablutions at the dunes gate; DB stated that 

currently there are no ablutions for the users. DB suggested that the users 

can hire portable ablutions for their use. 

 BJ stated that there is a need for ablutions, he suggested that ADORE and 

DB can have a discussion outside the meeting.  

 VM stated that if users want to hire ablutions, they can send a proposal to 

Bulk Water for consideration.  

Other 

 CM put forward an application by the Western Cape Off-Road Club 

(WCOC). 

 The primary members voted and the application was accepted by a 6:1 

vote.  

 CM to send a formal appointment letter to the WCOC.  

 CM stressed that if an organisation wants to use a City logo they have to 

liaise with CM, there is a formal process that needs to be followed.  

 SJ to send a formal Mandela Day Event invite to the PAAC members. 

 BM stated that the City does not get to be held liable for injuries sustained by 

the users at the dunes.  BM stated that if a user is injured, he/she must prove 

negligence by the City.  

 RF stated that, Andre Beukes a farmer north of the Koeberg Nature Reserve 

should be part of PAAC, the 1200 ha farm forms part of the DCCP. 

 BM stated that if the farm is a trust, then he can request membership. 

 DB stated that RF should initiate contact with the farmer.  

 BM stated that another stakeholder that can be invited is the Atlantis 

Council of Stakeholders. BM suggested that the chairperson can invite the 
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organisation; the contact person is Martinus Fredericks. 

 CM stated that she has initiated contact with the Atlantis Rate Payers 

Association.  

8.  Next Meeting: 

11 August 2016 
Noted 

 


