
 

and local communities.
Despite it being the 

school holiday period 
and the unpleasant 
weather, 30 children and 
three teachers arrived 
for the morning of fun. 
Goody bags were handed 
out and the children 
patiently sat through the 
formalities before it was 
time to head for the 4x4s. 

It appears that some 
people in the surrounding 
communities simply do 
not know what lies on 

their doorstep. For those who 
have not been to Atlantis 
Dunes, let me take you 
through it: 

You leave the parking lot, 
head down a bush-lined 
sand road and suddenly it all 
falls away and you are in the 
dunes.

Ahead of you are hectares 
of sparsely vegetated soft, 
gleaming white sand, 
contrasting vividly with the 
green of the surrounding area. 
The scene always brings a gasp 

of surprise from the uninitiated. Within a few 
metres it seems as though you have magically 
been transported to another planet.

Playtime in the dunes is a really fun affair. 
None of the assembled 4x4s was standard 
and the kids had a choice of any make they 
could think of. Big motors howled, huge tyres 
sent sand skywards and excited squeals came 
from the passengers. 

All too soon we were back in the parking 
lot for lunch. It was a day to remember for all 
concerned.

As always, none of it would have been 
possible without the drivers, who give up 
their time to bring out their “toys” for this 
special day, year after year.  
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The children, teachers and 4x4 owners pose for a photograph in 
the dunes. Until their visit, some of the children had no idea that 
the dunes even existed, but you can bet that they will be back for 
more fun next year.

Atlantis Dunes is a magical place if you are fortunate enough 
to own a 4x4. A group of enthusiasts recently decided to 
share their good fortune with local children    Text: Alex Wheeler

The Atlantis Dunes Mandela Day event 
is now five years old and, as usual, it was a 
freezing cold winter’s morning when 30 well-
equipped 4x4s arrived in the parking lot at 
8.30 for the start of the fun.

The event is organised by ADORE (Atlantis 
dunes off-road executive), Cape Town’s 
environmental resource management 
department and the Saxonsea Secondary 
School of Atlantis. It is well supported by local 
businesses, which makes it a really special day 
for the children.

Special mention must be made of Total 
Garage Parklands, which has supported the 
event since day one, and its contributions get 
bigger each year. Indeed, it is rumoured that 
Santa Claus is head- hunting the Total staff for 
his operation in Iceland, such was the success 
of the Atlantis event.

Nandos Parklands ensured the kids all 
had a good meal, and ABB made another 
contribution to the organisation.

It was good to see that it was not just lip 
service, and the promised contributions 
from big companies and businesses all 
materialised. Senior management from every 
company involved was there to see the happy 
smiles that their contributions produced.

The City of Cape Town environmental team 
also goes the extra mile. For some council 
staff, the running of the city and enhancing 
the well being of its people are far more 
than just a job. The efforts of the staff and 
attendance of councillors Johannes van der 
Merwe (energy, environmental & spatial 
planning department) and Cynthia Clayton 
(ward 29) demonstrated this commitment.

It is interesting to recall that five or six 
years ago the continued use of Atlantis Dunes 
by 4x4s was very much under threat. Thanks 
to sensible discussion, understanding and 
the effort of all the parties concerned, 4x4 
activities can now be sensibly managed in a 
fashion that is beneficial to the environment 

A child’s sandy 
playground
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